
 

 

 

Shovel to Break Ground in 2007! 

On Saturday, January 6, the eight members of the Bowen Community Housing Association (BCHA) board gathered for a day of reflec-
tion and goal setting at Rivendell. After many creative and constructive hours, we devel-
oped a vision of our island as a model community that promotes and celebrates diversity, 
sustainability, and culture through the provision of affordable housing for all. With apolo-
gies to a certain red engine, we’re committed to realizing a common dream of the “little 
island that could!”  

But most exciting of all is that we identified our immediate goal for 2007 and here it is:  

By the end of 2007, we will be breaking ground on two acres of land in the Cove to 
build 20 units of affordable housing that serve the needs of a spectrum of community 
members. 

To this end, the Board is 
committed to developing 
a clear and workable 

plan over the next several months that will bring our goal to reality. 
The shovel has become our unofficial logo going forward! 

Thank You Kathryn! 
Our heartfelt thanks to Kathryn Thomson for her patient and enthusiastic facilitation of the day-long Board retreat in January. She in-
spired the group to really engage in a meaningful series of dialogues that left all of us in a state of hyperactive inspiration!  Kathryn 
was also our inspiring facilitator for the ‘Affordable Housing for a Diverse Community Symposium’ in June, as well as for many meet-
ings of the extraordinary group of people who came together monthly at the Gallery during 2006 to lay the foundation for the strong  
organization, programs and leadership that the BCHA has today.  

The directors of the board of the Bowen Community Housing Association, were 
elected at the AGM in November. Left to right: Sara Baker, Carol Cram, Lyle 
Gross, Gordon Reid, Deborah Kirby, Richard Best, Robin Burger, and Tim Wake. 
Founding board members Dave Witty and Kathryn Thomson did not stand for 
 re-election, and their outstanding contributions were recognized at the AGM.  

Abbeyfield Corner 

Abbeyfield is moving forward!  We are working with  
Sorensen Fine Homes, investigating ways to finance the 
planned seniors' residence at a time when construction 
costs have skyrocketed.   

The Abbeyfield board has recently welcomed Don Nicolson 
as a new member.  Don brings a wealth of skills and exper-
tise related to building as well as great commitment to serv-
ing the needs of seniors on Bowen.  Stay tuned for more 
details on our progress in the near future. Faye White 

Kathryn Thom-
son helps the 
Board vision 
success while 
Board Member 
Tim Wake listens 
intently. 

What is Affordable Housing? 

The word ‘affordable’ used in the context of housing has a spe-
cific meaning.  There is more than one definition.  For a long and 
interesting read, there is the text of the UN Housing Declaration 
http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(symbol)/ 
 
In Canada, our housing consultant, Margaret Eberle, tells us that 
a widely-used definition is: housing that does not exceed 30% of 
income for households with mid- to low-income levels. 
 
Other definitions include reference to housing that is matched to 
stages and conditions in life which include, for example, single 
working youth, young families, single parents, and elderly cou-
ples needing some home support. 
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BCHA Annual General Meeting 

The inaugural Annual General Meeting of the Bowen Commu-
nity Housing Association held at The Gallery on November 11 
was a celebration of past achievements and a preview of work 
to be done during the coming year.   

The keynote speaker was Margaret Eberle, who gave a pres-
entation about the nature and purpose of a formal housing 
needs assessment in a community.  Ms Eberle is a prominent 
Canadian housing consultant in the field of affordable housing 
and housing for special needs. 

Sara Baker, founding president, reported on a busy year which 
included the very successful ‘Affordable Housing for a Diverse 
Community Symposium’ attended by 125 people and fea-
turing keynote speaker Larry Campbell.  Other highlights 
noted were the housing awareness campaign of Under-
current letters and delegations to Council, and the gener-
ous financial support from the community.   

The four sub-committees reported on their work during 
the previous months: 

 The Secondary Suites Committee supports the work of 
BIM planner Jason Smith in preparing the bylaw to le-
galize secondary suites. 

 The Surplus Lands Committee works to ensure that 
affordable housing is part of the scope of the munici-
pality’s surplus lands planning group. 

 The OCP Committee has drafted an amendment to the 
Official Community Plan (OCP) to incorporate afford-
able housing policies. 

 The Housing Needs Assessment 
Committee has initiated a housing 
needs assessment for the island. 

Richard Best gave the financial report at 
the conclusion of the AGM, noting the 
balanced budget following expenditures 
of approximately $4,500. Kathryn 
Thomson, facilitator and founding BCHA 
board member, thanked the other out-
going founding member, Dave Witty. 
Following the election of eight board 
members, including three founding 
members (see photo on page 1), the 50 
attending members joined in refresh-
ments. 

Bowen’s Affordable Housing Needs  

Following months of planning, preparation, and fund-raising, 
the study to determine Bowen’s needs for affordable housing 
was launched in January.  Eberle Planning and Research, who 
have conducted many housing studies in Canada, will gather 
statistical data and also conduct a number of interviews in the 
community in order to identify the need by target group and 
by type of housing.  The result will be a snapshot of our island 
through a housing lens, quantifying the gap between the avail-
ability of affordable housing and the need.  Housing needs 
assessments are required by agencies that may offer funding 
support, and are also essential to determining levels of afford-
able pricing. 

Specific groups on Bowen who have been strongly affected by 
the escalation of housing costs are young and low-income 
families, single parents, working youth, artists, seniors and the 
disabled.  A particular problem on Bowen is the lack of diver-
sity in housing stock, with single-family dwellings being the 
most common. 

The funding for the study has been raised locally, with contri-
butions from businesses, developers and residents.  The mu-
nicipality provided a $1,100 Grant-in-Aid. The report is ex-
pected at the end of April.  The next step will be the creation 
of an affordable housing strategy for Bowen Island, which will 
be a community-wide process.  Completion of the entire pro-
ject is expected this summer. 

Left to right: Bruce Howlett, Jason Smith, Tim Wake, Margaret Eberle, Elizabeth Ballantyne 
(chair) Faye White and Richard Best (out of the frame). Also at the January 11th Needs 
Assessment launch meeting were guests Sara Baker, Roger McGillvray and Stephanie Legg. 

Membership Registration Form  

Name  

Mailing Address  

Email Address  

Telephone (Work)  Telephone (Home)  

Become a BCHA Member! 

Please join us to give us strong and broad representation of the Bowen community. The strength of a community organization lies in 
its membership! Please tear off the form below and send it along with the $5.00 membership fee to Box 264, Bowen Island, V0N 1G0 

PO Box 264, Bowen Island, British Columbia, Canada V0N 1G0      info@bowenhousing.org/www.bowenhousing.org  


