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Bowen Housing Needs Study Underway 
  
Following months of planning, preparation and fund-raising, the study to determine Bowen’s needs 
for affordable housing, is underway.  
  
The Bowen Community Housing Association (BCHA) has retained the services of Eberle Planning 
and Research to conduct a community-wide affordable housing needs assessment to identify the 
need for affordable housing by target group and by type of housing, including market and non-
market affordable housing. 
  
The need for a comprehensive analysis of affordable housing issues on Bowen was identified as a 
priority at the Symposium hosted by the BCHA last June. Over 120 people participated in the 
Symposium, which resulted in an Affordable Housing Declaration outlining the commitment of the 
community to work towards "a socially and economically diverse community through the provision 
of affordable housing." 
  
Specific groups on Bowen who have been strongly affected by the escalation of housing costs are 
young and low-income families, single parents, working youth, artists, seniors and the disabled.  A 
particular problem on Bowen is the lack of diversity in housing types; single-family, detached 
houses for ownership predominate. 
  
The community housing profile will be a snapshot of our island showing the housing, demographic 
and socio-economic trends affecting Bowen, with an analysis of affordable housing demand 
compared to the existing stock of housing at various prices.  This will show the gap between what 
is available and what is needed. 
  
The consultant, Margaret Eberle, will incorporate data from many sources, including the recent 
census, CMHC, BC Statistics, municipal data and BC Assessment.  She will also conduct interviews 
with community stakeholders to help understand local perceptions and experiences of affordable 
housing issues and priorities. All key groups and major sub-populations will be included, with the 
goal of identifying needs, as well as opportunities and constraints. 
  
Margaret Eberle and her associates have been involved in dozens of projects relating to housing 
during the past 10 years, locally and nationally.  Ms. Eberle has recently completed an Affordable 
Housing Study for the Sunshine Coast, and a 10-Year Emergency Shelter Strategy for Greater 
Vancouver with her associates. 
 
Following completion of the housing needs assessment in late April, the consultant will facilitate 
the development of an Affordable Housing Strategy for Bowen Island with input from the 
community. The strategy will be an action framework to promote the provision of affordable 
housing on the island. 
  
The BCHA Affordable Housing Strategy steering committee consists of: Jason Smith (BIM Planner), 
Tim Wake (board member of the BCHA and the Whistler Valley Housing Society; former general 
manager of the Whistler Housing Authority), Faye White (Abbeyfield House board member and 
chair of their Operations Committee), Bruce Howlett (environmental planner and author of 
numerous Bowen population studies), Richard Best (BCHA board member) and Elizabeth Ballantyne 
(BCHA member). 
  
The cost of the needs assessment study and housing strategy is approximately $25,000, which 
has been donated from many sources, including Bowen Island Municipality, and Bowen's residents, 
businesses and real estate developers. The support for the project has been heartfelt and 
widespread, and the resulting work will be a tremendous benefit to the whole community. 


