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Municipality to consider housing strategy 
 Council has asked the Municipality's Administrator to prepare a report considering the feasibility 
of an Affordable Housing Strategy. The strategy was created by the Bowen Community Housing 
Association and presented to Council at their 17 September Council meeting. Isabell Hadford will 
also prepare a report analyzing the concept of establishing an arms-length housing corporation, 
one of the key recommendations of the strategy.  
 
 
At September's meeting, Margaret Eberle, a planning consultant working with the housing 
association summarized findings of research that underlined the affordable housing crisis facing 
Bowen. Eberle noted that the gap is growing between the amount island households and their 
families can afford to pay for housing and the ever-increasing market prices for both rental and 
ownership. 
 
The median house price on Bowen increased by 80% between 2003 and 2006, from $340,000 to 
$613,000. A lack of rental housing makes it difficult for island businesses to hire and maintain 
employees. Meanwhile, limited options are available for seniors, low-income households and 
young adults.  
 
Eberle reminded Council that the shared vision for Bowen was one of a socially and economically 
diverse community. She said that achieving that vision would entail  
*    creating a mixed income community; 
*    maintaining a vibrant arts community;  
*    ensuring residents can afford to work and live on Bowen;  
*    making it possible for those who grow up on Bowen are able to stay as they reach adulthood;  
*    helping special needs populations to live affordably, securing empty nesters and seniors 
suitable dwellings and;  
*    allowing businesses to be able to attract and maintain employees. 
 
The strategy provides a framework for reaching these goals and includes recommendations for 
nine actions. To launch the first initiative – forming a municipal not-for-profit housing corporation – 
the Housing Association is asking the Council for a budget of $35,000. The money would be used 
to establish an organization, managed by a board of directors with the function of "pushing the 
affordable housing agenda forward," explained Eberle. Once formed, the housing corporation 
would be mandated to 
*    seek partnerships with government, business, community organizations, employers, residents 
and to create affordable rental housing; 
*    steer a process to amend the Official Community Plan to strengthen municipal support for 
affordable housing;  
*    introduce innovate building forms and techniques for affordable housing and ensuring housing 
is built to the best standards; and 
*    educate and raise public awareness about affordable housing needs and solutions.  
 
The strategy also asks Council to act immediately and take steps to: 
 
*    leverage affordable housing through the development and rezoning process by BIM working 
with developers; 
*    enact the by-law to legalize secondary suites; 
*    proceed with legalization of accessory buildings for residential purposes; and; 
*    commit to adopting a proactive, ongoing affordable housing agenda. 
 
The Housing Association provided Council with a draft OCP amendment as well as a Request for 



Proposal for the establishment of a municipal housing corporation.  
 
Elizabeth Ballantyne, speaking on behalf of the volunteer organization, told Council and staff at 
their Strategic Plan Review meeting that community members have taken the affordable housing 
issues as far as they can. The feisty grass-roots organization has held a symposium, generated a 
needs assessment, organized public forums and presented a comprehensive strategic plan. The 
need now is for the strategy to be integrated into the operation and practices of the Municipality, 
said Ballantyne.  
 
Upon receipt of the draft strategic plan, Mayor Bob Turner acknowledged the "professional 
presentations and work" of the Housing Association. "You have carried an important agenda for 
the Municipality," he said. "You've pushed it to a certain point; you're asking for a hand off. 
 
"The challenge is what we can do in what order and what priority." 
 
Ballantyne urged Council and the Municipality to take a proactive role in addressing affordable 
housing. "One of the things that the strategy suggests is that if there is no policy or set of 
objectives, what results is haphazard. 
 
"This [strategy] is about taking responsibility about your destiny and shape of the community." 
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