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September 10, 2007 
 

Mayor and Council 
Bowen Island Municipality 
981 Artisan Lane 
Bowen Island, BC V0N 1G0 
 

Subject: Affordable Housing Strategy for Bowen Island - Recommendations 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, 

It is a great pleasure to offer to Council the final draft of an Affordable Housing Strategy for Bowen Island 
with recommendations for action, and to appear in support of it on September 17th, 2007. 

As you know from earlier presentations made by BCHA with the housing consultant, Margaret Eberle, we 
completed a Housing Needs Assessment for Bowen Island in April, prepared a discussion on paper on 
strategic directions for an affordable housing strategy in May, and held a community consultation to solicit 
feedback on the proposed directions in June. 

The Affordable Housing Strategy outlined in the document we are submitting incorporates the ideas and 
recommendations of islanders and consultants regarding ways to provide the diversity of housing that is 
essential to support a diverse population. 

The strategy document includes a statement of goals and recommended actions. We respectfully request 
that Council respond to the document by promptly taking the necessary actions to put into place the tools 
empowering Council to effectively influence the type of new housing produced on Bowen, and to ensure 
this new housing corresponds to the documented need. 

Recommendations: That Council -  

1. Receive the Affordable Housing Strategy for information. 

2. Proceed without delay to establish a municipal housing corporation, an organizational structure 
that is widely endorsed as an effective and essential mechanism for managing, acquiring and, if 
necessary, building perpetually affordable rental and ownership housing.  To expedite this process, 
the BCHA is offering a draft of an RFP for a housing consultant to establish the corporation 
(appended to this letter). (Recommended Action 1) 

3. Adopt an interim policy to ensure that re-zonings that occur prior to the establishment of the 
municipal housing corporation and the adoption of a comprehensive affordable housing policy be 
examined and considered for purposes of including units that meet affordability standards in 
accordance with the Needs Assessment and the Affordable Housing Strategy. (Recommended 
Action 2) 

4. Enact the by-law to legalize secondary suites on Bowen without further delay. (Recommended 
Action 3) 

5. Proceed with the legalization of accessory buildings for residential purposes, as recommended by 
the Secondary Suites Task Force. (Recommended Action 4) 
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6. Commit, through resolution, policy or other effective mechanism, to adopting a proactive ongoing 
affordable agenda and actively seek to maintain the health and balance of the community. 
(Recommended Action 5) 

7. Charge the new municipal housing corporation, once established and as part of its mandate, with: 

a. Seeking partnerships with government, business, community organizations, employers, 
residents and others to create affordable rental housing. (Recommended Action 6) 

b. Steering a process to conclude with an amendment to the Official Community Plan to 
strengthen municipal support for affordable housing. (Recommended Action 7) 

c. Introducing innovative building forms and techniques for affordable housing and 
ensuring that affordable housing is built to the best standards to ensure low operating and 
maintenance costs.  (Recommended Action 8) 

d. Raising community awareness about the social dimension of the housing affordability 
crisis on Bowen through an education program. (Recommended Action 9) 

Many communities are grappling with the housing affordability issue. There is little support from senior 
levels of government and no time to wait for solutions and answers that may come from others.  It is urgent 
that BIM take the initiative and take the actions that are either within its regulatory powers, or within its 
capacity to exert influence and take leadership, in order to demonstrate that it is a progressive municipal 
government proactively securing the means for Bowen to be a healthy, balanced, diverse community. 

Metro Vancouver (GVRD) is on a parallel course, taking its draft regional affordable housing strategy to 
public consultation on September 20th.  This is timely for Bowen, as there could be opportunities for 
synergies and partnerships in the regional context. 

In conclusion, we extend to Council, on behalf of the Bowen community, our appreciation for the support 
given by Council to our Affordable Housing Strategy Committee to assist them in reaching this critical 
stage – financial support for the needs assessment, assistance from Jason Smith, Planner, as a member of 
our committee, and advice from Alison Morse, our Council liaison.  We also acknowledge the tremendous 
support this project has received at every step from community volunteers, sponsors and supporters.  This 
has been a truly collaborative project. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 

Sara Baker, Chair 
Bowen Community Housing Association 

 


