
 
Bring your id eas,  come shar e  what you know! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the best 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY for BOWEN? 

 

A Community Forum 
 

Sunday, June 24th, 1:30 – 4:30 
Cates Hill Chapel 

 
 

Program 
 

• Highlights of Housing Needs and Affordability Issues on Bowen 
• Possible affordable housing strategy directions for Bowen 
• Facilitated group working sessions 
• Next steps 
 

Presenter and Facilitator 
 

Margaret Eberle, of Eberle Planning and Research 
 
 

Forum Outcome 
 

Your comments and ideas on how to create affordable housing on Bowen to 
ensure the continuing diversity of our community will be incorporated into an 
Affordable Housing Strategy.  Proposed goals and actions forming the basis of 
the strategy will be presented to Council in July.  
 
 

Visit the website to download key documents: 
 

www.bowenhousing.org 
 

• Bowen Affordable Housing Strategy Directions discussion paper 
• Bowen Housing Needs Assessment (May 2007) 
 

 
(over) 



Can our children and grandchildren afford to live on Bowen? 
Are high housing costs bringing an end to Bowen’s community diversity? 

 
These questions dominate many conversations on Bowen these days.   

 

Many communities on the west coast and elsewhere are grappling with the 
impact of high housing costs on their communities, and some have introduced 
innovative solutions. 

Margaret Eberle has been retained by the BCHA to conduct the housing 
needs assessment and to co-ordinate the development of an affordable housing 
strategy for Bowen.  She has worked in the field of housing planning and 
research since 1983, and brings broad perspectives and experience to help us 
develop an affordable housing strategy that meets our needs. 

 
Some highlights from the Needs Assessment: 
• Over half of Bowen households, those with moderate incomes $20,000-$79,000, 

could not afford to buy the typical starter home today. 
• 8% of Bowen households were paying more than 30% of income for shelter in 2001 

and could not afford the average-priced rental on Bowen. 
• Incomes over $85,000 are required to purchase a basic entry-level house, of which 

there are few. 
 

Some identified possible strategies 
• Form a non-profit municipal housing corporation 
• Obtain affordable housing through development process 
• Amend OCP to enable innovative housing and construction solutions 

 

Some identified possible goals 
• Affordable rental housing for moderate-income families 
• Affordable entry-level ownership housing 
• Innovative housing types 

 
We want to hear from you 

about how to produce a range of housing for our  
diverse community. 

 

Your input is vital to our Bowen’s future – please join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Needs Assessment and Affordable Housing Strategy is a project steered by the 
Bowen Community Housing Association and enabled by generous financial and moral 

support from many sources, including the Bowen Island Municipality, CMHC, BI 
Chamber of Commerce, Bowen’s developers and businesses, and many residents. 

BCHA board members: Sara Baker (President), Richard Best, Robin Burger, Carol Cram, Deborah 
Kirby, Gordon Reid, Tim Wake. 
 

BCHA Affordable Housing Strategy Committee members: Elizabeth Ballantyne (Chair), Sara 
Baker, Bruce Howlett, Morganne Keplar, Jason Smith (BIM Planner), Faye White (Abbeyfield), 
Tim Wake, Alison Morse (Council liaison), 


