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Ideas for Affordable Housing 

 

 

A thoughtful group of islanders gathered at Cates Hill Chapel on a lovely if soggy Sunday afternoon to hear 

and share ideas on goals for affordable housing for Bowen and about actions for achieving those goals. 

 

Margaret Eberle and associate Jim Woodward, social planning and housing research consultants, presented 

highlights of the affordable housing needs assessment and outlined possible directions for meeting Bowen’s 

affordable housing needs.  Possible goals included: affordable rental housing, entry-level ownership 

housing, diverse housing options for various groups, and housing for senior who want to age in place. 

 

Possible directions presented included:  

- form a municipal housing corporation. 

- obtain affordable housing through development process 

- create development partnerships. 

- legalize secondary suites. 

- start municipal housing reserve fund. 

- amend OCP to support housing innovations. 

- create waiting/interest list for affordable housing. 

 

In the working discussion groups, many additional ideas and comments emerged were voiced, encouraging 

a variety of tenure types, including co-op, co-housing and strata, and facilitating the constructing of small 

units. 

 

If you were not able to come to the Forum, please review the discussion paper on “Proposed Directions for 

an Affordable Housing Strategy” and complete the Comment Sheet “It’s Your Turn.”  Both are at the 

BCHA website www.bowenhousing.org under the heading “Strategy Forum 2007.”  The Housing Needs 

Assessment completed in May can also be found in this section of the website. 

 

The next step in the process will be the presentation of a draft of the Affordable Housing Strategy for 

Bowen to Council on July 18, incorporating the ideas and comments received at the Forum and through 

individual submissions. 

 

The Forum was organized by the Affordable Housing Strategy Committee of the BCHA.  The Committee 

includes members from BCHA, Abbeyfield and BIM planning staff, and Alison Morse as Council liaison. 
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