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Strategy Forum: Diverse Housing for All 
 
 

How do we make sure that Bowen has the range of housing to support our diverse population – all incomes 

and occupations, when an income of over $85,000 is required to buy an entry-level home, of which there 

are very few? 

 

Bring your ideas and knowledge to the community forum on Sunday, June 24 at Cates Hill Chapel, 1:30-

4:40 and help to shape an affordable housing strategy for Bowen.  A number of goals and actions have 

already been proposed, covering both rental and ownership housing.  Your feedback on these will be 

welcome, along with any other ideas.   

 

Margaret Eberle, the prominent housing and planning consultant retained by the Bowen Community 

Housing Association (BCHA), will present highlights of the Housing Needs Assessment recently 

completed for Bowen.  Then, she will lead us through a housing strategy exploration.  The ideas gathered 

on Sunday will be incorporated into an affordable housing strategy for Bowen, including actions.  

 

The outcome of the process will be a strategy for ensuring a range of housing types at affordable prices to 

meet the needs of young families, individuals who work on Bowen and want to live here, artists, seniors, 

and empty nesters who would like to downsize and still remain on Bowen.  The strategy will be presented 

to Council in July.  The intention is for the strategy to be translated into policy and action by the end of the 

year. 

 

The Forum will also be a celebration of what has been accomplished since the Affordable Housing for a 

Diverse Community in June, 2006. 

 

The Forum is organized by the Affordable Housing Strategy Committee of the BCHA.  The Committee 

includes members from BCHA, Abbeyfield, and BIM planning staff, and Alison Morse as Council liaison. 

 

For background material on the Forum, please visit the BCHA website at www.bowenhousing.org. 
 

Key documents include the “Proposed Directions” for and Affordable Housing Strategy and the Bowen 

Affordable Housing Needs Assessment.  The program and other material is also at the website under the 

heading “Housing Strategy Forum June 24, 2007.” 
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