
 

 

Bowen Island Municipality 
Report 

 

Date: May 27, 2008 

To: Bryan Kirk, Chief Administrative Officer 

From: Jason Smith, Community Planner 

Subject: Affordable Housing Policy 

Recommendation: 
That Council advise staff of any concerns or questions that need to be answered and 
direct staff to return with a revised policy or answers prior to adoption. 
 
Background: 
Council struck an Affordable Housing Working Group (AHWG) in the fall of 2007. The 
AHWG was given two primary tasks. One task was to produce an affordable housing 
policy, which is the subject of the discussion today. The second task was to investigate 
the feasibility of creating a housing authority. To assist in these tasks the AHWG was 
given a budget to hire a consultant, Tim Wake was the consultant hired to assist the 
group. 
 
While working closely with the group and staff, Tim has drafted the policy that is being 
presented tonight. The policy has been vetted by the AHWG twice and that group is 
comfortable that the policy is ready for Council’s review. 
 
The purpose of the policy is to provide clear direction to staff, the public and 
development proponents about what the expectations are relating to the delivery of 
affordable housing. Staff foresees this policy primarily being used in conjunction with 
rezoning applications, as this is where the Municipality has the greatest leeway to look 
for community amenities. Subdivision is mentioned in the policy as well, but the 
Municipality has limited powers to seek amenities in the subdivision process. It is likely 
that subdivision applicants would be made aware of the policy and encouraged to 
comply. 
 
If the policy were to be adopted it does raise the question of how it will be administered. 
Namely, what will be done with affordable housing units are created through the policy? 
Who will determine occupancy? Collect rent? The Housing Authority would be the 
obvious solution to this, but its terms of reference have not been created yet nor is there 
any guarantee that it will be formed. There does not currently exist any capacity to do 
this within the Municipality. 



 

 

Options: 
The following options are provided for Council’s consideration: 

1. That Council adopt the policy. 
2. That Council advise staff of any concerns or questions that need to be answered 

and direct staff to return with a revised policy or answers prior to adoption. 
3. That the policy be sent back to the AHWG and the consultant for further 

revisions. 
4. That Council is not ready to adopt an Affordable Housing policy at this time. 

 
Conclusion: 
There is a clear problem with housing affordability on Bowen Island and the adoption of 
this policy provides a clear method for addressing some of the issues. It is staff’s 
recommendation that Council proceed towards adoption of the policy. Given that this is 
Council’s first time seeing the policy Option 2 is recommended in order to offer some 
time for reflection prior to adoption. 
 
Respectfully submitted:                                           

_______________ 
Jason Smith, Community  Planner                                                 

 

Comments from CAO 

 

 

Reviewed: 

_______________ 
Bryan Kirk, Chief Administrative Officer                                                 

 


