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Crippen Park Davies 
Orchard Cottages/Metro 
Vancouver Parks Zoning 
Referral from Council 

Jason Smith presented the following comments regarding the 
Metro Vancouver/Davies Orchard Rezoning application: 
 Dwellings as an accessory use -  Metro Vancouver Parks 

have requested short term rentals to enable them to preserve 
and upgrade the cottages; 

 Official Community Plan allows short term use for the Davies 
cottages and the Heritage Resource objectives encourage the 
preservation of the heritage theme. Restoration of the Davies 
Orchard cottages would be considered an effort in that 
direction;   

 Council’s position – supportive of the application but raised 
the issue of affordable housing; 

 Metro Vancouver Parks is not interested in being in the 
Affordable Housing business. 

 
Mitch Sokalski, West Area Parks Manager for Metro Vancouver 
commented on the following:    
 Original vision for the Park cottages was for short term stays 

as in the Union Steamship era and this has also been Metro 
Vancouver’s plan; 

 Financially a challenge to find sustainable funding programs 
to continue with restoration, and pay for the  infrastructure 
costs; 

 Looking to have some cottages in use for short term this 
Summer/Fall; 

 Park uses have to be made available to the Public – Regional 
Parks Program has never had a residential program. We do 
have a number of rentals throughout regional park system for 
the reason that it is land banked and when required for park 
use it would then no longer be rented. At some point we will 
not be renting the cottages.  

 Rentals – two days up to three weeks while still providing the 
broader public opportunity to enjoy the Park  

 Affordable Housing issue – is clear there is a dire need but 
Metro Vancouver has worked to ensure that 35 acres of 
surplus lands went to the Municipality to asset in addressing 
community issues. 

 
The Working Group raised the following issues: 
 Loss of Affordable Housing: 

1. Need is acute and seems illogical to be providing non 
residents with extra housing for recreation when there 
are people living in the bushes beside those cottages; 

2.  This application would give Metro Vancouver hotel 
zoning and with that revenue potential we could demand 



some affordable housing units as a compromise; 
3. The only community benefit offered is the preservation 

of the heritage aspect;    
 Vacation Short Term Rental Use: 

1. Would parks consider renting the facilities to people who 
need affordable housing? Mitch: Our policy is stays will 
be no more than two weeks in duration. The Bowen 
Island Historical Preservation Society (BIHPA) did have 
a task force regarding length of stay. Our lawyers have 
suggested term rentals as a park use if it fits with 
historical or artist’s residence  of three/four months with 
BIHPA support; 

2. Accountability – suggestion there be a mechanism to 
ensure short term only in the summer months; 

 Suggestion that Metro Vancouver could consider a 
combination of year round residency and short term use; 

 Metro Vancouver’s Business Plan -would there be sufficient 
revenue to have different levels of rentals to serve a diverse 
population? - Mitch: Revenues from the cottages are going 
into a separate Capital Reserve Fund to pay for the 
restoration. We are trying to achieve a varying scale of 
rentals and mixed use for the cottage area; 

 Broadening community representation - Mitch: The project 
framework has been specifically with BIHPA. We have 
declined requests from community groups as we wish to 
maintain our focus.    

 
The Chair noted that although there was general agreement 
expressed for Metro Vancouver’s focus and vision for the Park, 
there were concerns expressed by Working Group members for 
the loss of some housing units that were once affordable.   
 
It was Moved and Seconded 
That  the Affordable Housing Working Group is supportive of 
Metro Vancouver’s Rezoning application but would like to see 
further work done on addressing how the term rentals are defined 
in the Metro Business Plan to support a diversity of uses and 
types of tenancies; and 
The Affordable Housing Working Group acknowledges that this 
project further erodes affordable housing and encourages Council 
to proceed more quickly with the development of Surplus Lands; 
and 
That Metro Vancouver Parks continue to inform the community 
of the actual project as it evolves.     CARRIED 
  One Working Group member in Opposition  
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