
AHWG Inn on Bowen – Referral 
Extracts from Minutes 
 
 
2008 February 5 
 
Jason Smith, Planner re:RZ-
05-2007 – The Inn of Bowen 
Island  

Jason Smith, Planner noted that Council would be looking for 
comments related to the residential component of the rezoning 
application for an Inn at Artisan Square from the Affordable 
Housing Working Group. Input from the Working Group would 
also provide the applicant with some suggestions. 
 
The applicant, Jonathan Brownlee commented on the following 
aspects of the rezoning application for an Inn at Artisan Square:  
 Design is still in conceptual stage;.  
 20 room inn is the   minimum number to be a feasible project; 
 Would like to accommodate and use some of the residential 

space for staffing for our employees; 
 Cost -$4 -$5 million project. Need revenue generated from 

residential units, the inn and the convention centre; 
 Staff required – would outsource cleaning maintenance and 

employ two to four full time innkeepers. 
 
The following issues were discussed: 
 Size of residential units; 
 Dedicated unit for innkeepers; 
 Affordability  - Suggestion that rentals be set at 30% of 

employees’ income 
 Calculation for number of affordable units could be set no 

lower than 15%  of the 17,000 square feet total, which would 
allow for three small units; 

 Affordable Housing as an amenity for rezoning; 
 Suggestion to request the owner to consider allowing the  use 

of empty units as an emergency solution for  housing for 
women.  

 
The Group agreed to meet on Monday  February 11, 2008 at 4:30 
p.m. to discuss next steps.  

 
 
 
2008 February 11 
 
Inn/Artisan Square 
referral from Council 

Tim Wake, Affordable Housing Consultant commented on: 
 Recent meeting with the applicant of the Inn at Artisan 

Square Rezoning application - discussion of  a concept where 
three of the proposed six residential units might be designated 
affordable. Suggest we could agree with three affordable 
residential units as a compromise but need to wait for the 
applicant to move forward with his plan; 

 Suggestion for 2200 square feet for market and 2,000 for the 
affordable units with innkeeper and two studios at 500 
square feet. Applicant has to work out his financing. It is 
quite possible that he would be able to deliver much more 
than that.  



 
The following issues were raised: 
 Council is looking for an  amenity that would provide long 

term affordable housing for employees;  
 Suggestion that  covenants could be put on units to be owner 

occupied, for maximum rent and maximum dollars to be sold 
for in the future, and occupied by people who live/work on 
the Island  

 
The Group requested that the Affordable Housing Consultant 
present his report to the Working Group for review.  

 
 
It was Moved and Seconded 
That the Affordable Housing Working Group support the 
requirement of an affordable housing amenity as part of 
Rezoning Application TZ -05-2007; and 

That a possible three of the six proposed residential units would 
have affordable covenants placed  on them (unit size would be 
worked out in the complete proposal); and 
In order to ensure local occupancy, a mechanism for market units 
be explored; and  
That an Affordable Housing Agreement would stipulate that the 
units be occupied by Island employees.          CARRIED 

DRAFT 
 


